GPFF – Saddlebag Lake Trip (Tuolumne Area Streams), 29 July to  2 August 2018 (Sun-Thurs) – Dan Zimmerlin, danzimmerlin@yahoo.com, (h) 510-848-5675.  (Updated 7/6/18)

RENDEZVOUS AND CAMPING
  Sunday night,  Saddlebag Lake Group Campgound, on Saddlebag Lake Road, east of Yosemite National Park on CA-120 (Tioga Pass Road.)  5 hours from Berkeley.  Take I-580E to I-205E (in Tracy), to I-5N for a short stretch, to CA-120E.  Stay on CA-120E To Saddlebag Lake Rd, approximately 3 miles east of Tioga Pass.  After 6 mi (in Manteca), 120  turns north and merges with I-99N, and after 2 more mi it  separates and turns east.  In Oakdale 120 merges with CA-108E, and after 25 mi separates and again turns east.  The road passes on the south of Don Pedro Reservoir, then becomes Big Oak Flat Road and climbs a series of switchbacks to Big Oak Flat and Groveland.  It continues to the park entrance.  At Crane Flat, turn left to stay on 120 toward Tioga Pass.  After leaving the Park at Tioga Pass, drop down approximately 3 miles and turn left toward Saddlebag Lake.  The group campground is approximately 2.5 mile on a dirt road, on the right, just before the lake and resort. The elevation at Saddlebag Lake is 10,000' and the streams we fish are generally slightly lower.  Potluck Monday evening.  Parking is limited so carpooling is necessary.  

MAPS, BOOKS, ETC
  Steve Schalla has fishing maps of Upper Tuolumne, the Tioga Backcountry,  and Saddlebag Lake and the 20 Lakes Basin.  The park visitors map is available for download here.  TopoQuest has a topo map of the area online.  Use the buttons on the right side of the map viewer to change scale and move around.  There is a chapter in "Fly Fishing the Sierra Nevada", Bill Sunderland, Mosca Loca Books, on the Yosemite area that contains a section on the Tuolumne.  "Yosemite Trout Fishing Guide", Charles S. Beck, Frank Amato Publications, has chapters on the Tuolumne, including particularly its upper reaches, its headwaters, and the streams and lakes of the Tioga Pass area.

REPORTS AND ONLINE GUIDES
  Steve Schalla -- each of the map links above includes a short textual fishing guide - The really short version is to use searching dries (yellow Humpies and Royal Wulffs), possibly with a searching dropper (Zebra Midge or Pheasant Tail) on the freestone streams and pocket water, and to try ants or hoppers to spooky fish in the meadows.  The fish on the Dana Fork tend to be smaller but more numerous than those on the somewhat larger Lyell Fork.  Schalla especially likes the portion of the Upper Tuolumne above Hetch Hetchy and below Waterwheel Falls, but this is a 7 mile hike from the White Wolf Campground, itself a considerable drive.  The portion of the Upper Tuolumne just below Tuolumne Meadows is much more accessible.  On the eastern side of Tioga Pass you can fish Mine and Lee Vining Creeks, and numerous lakes.
  Here is a more extended discussion of the Lyell and Dana Forks and a shorter description of more Yosemite streams.

WATERS AND FLOWS
  Here is the Tuolumne flow for the last 3 years where it enters Hetch Hetchy from DreamFlows, and the 60 day flow, gage and temperature at the same place from the USGS.  On 7/8/18 it was 250 cfs, a little below average for that date, and and the water temperature was 65 degrees F.  Flow was above 1000 during the primary spring runoff in May.  The 1993 DFG recommended stream flow in August for Lower Lee Vining Creek in dry years is 37cfs.  That is all you will get, since Los Angeles takes every drop of water above the required minimum.  Here is an article on the Yosemite hydrology and a short description of the Tuolumne waters from PerfectFly.  Inside the park, neither lakes nor streams have been stocked for many years.  All the fish are now wild, although many, perhaps all, descend from historical stocking.  Outside the park fish are typically stocked.
  Tuolumne River
    Below Meadow - The part immediately below the Meadow is called the Cascade section of the river and is spectacular!  Chutes and huge granite pools, boulder strewn runs, and jet riffles.  You can follow the river all the way to Hetch Hetchy.
    In Meadow - Slow water, undercut soil banks, very spooky fish that will rise to hatches near dark.
  Dana Fork - Accessible from CA-120 all along its length from Tioga Pass to the Meadow.  Mostly freestone stream with some meadow areas.
  Lyell Fork - Accessible from the Pacific Coast Trail at places along its whole length.  A bit larger than the Dana Fork, and more striking as it runs through numerous regions of rounded granite bedrock.  Miles of fishing.
  Mine Creek - A small stream on the east of Tioga Pass, accessible at many places from the trail to Shell Lake that starts at the Junction Campground just off Saddlebag Lake Rd where it meets CA-120 between Tioga and Ellery Lakes.  Note that the stream that you cross on the Junction Campground Bridge is NOT Mine Creek, but rather, the North Fork of Lee Vining Creek.  You need to walk WEST through the campground to get to Mine Creek Trail and Mine Creek.  The stream is often in bedrock.  Lots of opportunity for elegant fishing to tiny features.  There is a string of modest lakes above, connected by small streams. 
  Lee Vining Creek
    North Fork - The branch of Lee Vining Creek that descends from Saddlebag Lake to the junction with the South Fork at the Junction Campground.  Saddlebag Lake Rd runs generally just to the east of the North Fork.
    South Fork - The stretch of water between Tioga Lake and the North Fork.  A freestone creek reminicent of the Dana Fork.  Said to be heavily stocked.
    Below Hwy 120 - From Ellery Lake the creek falls very steeply into a long broad valley, accessible by road from a junction with CA-120 at its lower end.  The creek meanders slowly through the valley.
    Below Town - Access by Nature Trail starting at the east side of the north end of the CA-395 bridge on the southern edge of Lee Vining.  You can fish upstream, or downstream all the way to Mono Lake.  Below town the stream is freestone with a modest gradient between forested banks.  Below the conduit, special regs apply, 2 per day and 2 in possession.
  Saddlebag Lake - Take Saddlebag Lake Rd to the dam.  There are trails on the west side of the lake that lead to 20 Lakes Basin to the northwest.  There is an hourly boat taxi service that takes you from the General Store to the back of the lake.
  Twenty Lakes Basin: Saddlebag Lake Resort is closed in 2018 for rebuilding, so access to Twenty Lakes Basin will be limited to a long, boring hike. (No water taxi!)

HATCHES
  Steve Schalla provides a Western Sierra hatch chart.  However note that except in still or very slow waters in the evening, you generally won’t expect to need to match hatch activity.
  Slow water bugs
    MIDGE (Chironomid, 3-8mm in temperate lattitudes).  Available all year in nearly all waters, but most important in fertile spring creeks where the current is so slow that it's efficient for trout to surface feed on very tiny insects.   Larvae that inhabit oxygen-poor water contain hemoglobin, which makes them red; these are "bloodworms".  The other midges are usually habitat colored.  Pherates (black, olive, gray, tan, poss. red, Zebra Midge, WD-40) frequently emerge en masse.  Pherates rise to the surface and slowly struggle to pass the back of the thorax through the surface film while the rest of the body dangles vertically below (Klinkhammer).  The thorax skin breaks open and the adult emerges onto the surface (Griffith's Gnat).  Sometimes on streams midges emerge so densely that they clump up (Cluster Midge).  Midge pherates account for much of the mystifying midsummer spring creek action on evenings when no bugs seem to be in the air or on the water, yet trout are rising everywhere and ignoring one's flies. Despite the tiny size of midges, trout can be very selective to size and color. Remember that a difference of a single hook size in the tiny sizes is a very large percentage difference and very noticeable to the trout.
    SPECKLE-WING QUILL (Callibaetis, swimmer mayfly, 12mm).  Very slow, weedy sections of rivers or lakes.  When no active emergence, fish nymphal imitations (tan, olive-green Bird's Nest, PT Nymph) in and around weed beds with slow twiches and short strips.   Before emergence, nymphs become active near the bottom, early AM, and emerge a few hours later, after possibly making several incompleted trips to the surface.  Try adding some vertical movement to your pattern (eg, Lift & Settle technique).  When duns appear on the surface, switch over to dries (tan, green Quigley Cripple, tan body, dark wing Parachute Dun).  Duns can take flight quickly, but especially in overcast weather, dawdle.  Hatches may last for hours in the cooler days of spring.  Soft overcast weather is optimal.  If emergent dries are not working, think spinners.  Ovipositing spinners have a distictive flight pattern consisting of foot-long, fast vertical undulations, as if they were suspended on invisible rubber bands.  Spent spinners often spend considerable time on the water either during or immediately after ovipositing and they often do this in a full upright or semi-spent condition (Rusty Dun Quill, Trusty Rusty), at least at first. Spinner falls can occur at any time during daylight hours, but maybe more in AM. In the West, ovipositing seems to be more dependant on wind than any other factor. As with the duns, during periods of calm they can come on in waves only to dissipate quickly as wind comes back.
  DAMSELFLY (suborder zygoptera, "Same (sized) Wings", 20-25mm, carnivorous).  Lakes , and sometimes rivers.  Nymphs colors match their surrounding, usually green or dark olive-brown.  They feed agressively in and around vegetation, and are always available to fish.  In spring or late summer, when the water temperature reaches 60 deg,  terminal nymphs (olive Chickaboo Damsel, J.Fair's Wiggle Tail nymph) migrate, sometimes in huge numbers, swimming toward shore and climbing out onto vegetation or debris, where they emerge as adults.  They swim awkwardly and fitfully, with inefficient side-to-side motions, typically at mid-level or near the surface, not along the bottom.  Fish the migration by casting a very lightly weighted imitation on a floating line perpendicular to shore, letting it sink a little, and very slowly and fitfully retrieving with finger twitches.  Every so often, stop to let the imitation sink a bit in place, mimicking the natural, which needs to rest often.  Adults can be distinguished from Dragonflies by their folded back wings at rest.  Aerial damselflies are rarely caught by trout, and probably not worth imitating.  However, the females oviposit by crawling or swiming beneath the surface, where the are again a decent target.  Oviposition may be weeks or months after emergence.
  On the streams relatively major caddis hatches (Rhyacophila, Hydropsyche, and Glossosoma) are probably ending.  There may be some Yellow Sallies, PMDs, and perhaps BWOs.

RESIDENT BUGS
  Tiny fish in small, high-altitude streams eat anything and will always come to the surface, so dead-drift the standard dries (Elk-Hair Caddis, Royal Coachman, Trude, etc.,  Parachute or Catskill Adams, Purple Haze.  It is often effective to add a dropper (Zebra Midge, Pheasant Tail).
  In high summer, a lot of terrestrials fall in the water (especially ants, also hoppers).

REGULATIONS
  Sierra District Rules
  (3) All lakes and reservoirs except those in the Fall River Valley, those in Inyo and Mono counties and those listed by name in the Special Regulations.
    All year.  5 per day 10 in possession.
  (7) All other streams except those listed by name in the Special Regulations.
    Last Saturday in Apr. through Nov. 15.  5 per day 10 in possession.
  (9) SPECIAL BROOK TROUT BONUS BAG AND POSSESSION LIMIT
    (B) IN THE SIERRA DISTRICT SOUTH OF INTERSTATE 80, UP TO 10 BROOK TROUT PER DAY LESS THAN 10 INCHES TOTAL LENGTH MAY BE TAKEN AND POSSESSED IN ADDITION TO THE OTHER DAILY BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS SPECIFIED FOR THE SIERRA DISTRICT. THIS ALLOWANCE DOES NOT INCLUDE RED LAKE IN ALPINE COUNTY OR KIRMAN, LANE OR ROOSEVELT LAKES IN MONO COUNTY.

  Special Regulations
  (98.6) Lee Vining Creek from the Lee Vining conduit downstream to Mono Lake (Mono Co.).
Last Saturday in Apr. through Nov. 15.  2 trout per day and 2 in possession.
